
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

 
DATE: 
August 16, 2022 
 
TO:  
The Honorable Tom Wolf 
Governor 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
 
FROM:  
Randy Padfield 
Director, PA Emergency Management Agency 
 
TIME PERIOD:  
This report covers the period from 0600 hours, August 15, 2022, through 0600 hours, August 
16, 2022. 
 
STATUS REPORT: (as of 0600 hours) 
 
THREAT STATUS: 
 
National Terrorism Advisory System: The United States remains in a heightened threat 
environment, as noted in the previous Bulletin, and several recent attacks have highlighted 
the dynamic and complex nature of the threat environment.  In the coming months, we expect 
the threat environment to become more dynamic as several high-profile events could be 
exploited to justify acts of violence against a range of possible targets. These targets could 
include public gatherings, faith-based institutions, schools, racial and religious minorities, 
government facilities and personnel, U.S. critical infrastructure, the media, and perceived 
ideological opponents.  Threat actors have recently mobilized to violence due to factors such 
as personal grievances, reactions to current events, and adherence to violent extremist 
ideologies, including racially or ethnically motivated or anti-government/anti-authority violent 
extremism. Foreign adversaries—including terrorist organizations and nation state 
adversaries—also remain intent on exploiting the threat environment to promote or inspire 
violence, sow discord, or undermine U.S. democratic institutions.  We continue to assess that 
the primary threat of mass casualty violence in the United States stems from lone offenders 
and small groups motivated by a range of ideological beliefs and/or personal grievances. 
 
Effective: 06/07/2022 0900 hours to 11/30/2022 1400 hours. 
 
Commonwealth Response Coordination Center (CRCC) Status: Normal Operations 
 
County EOC Activations: Blair – Monitoring for COVID-19 

Cumberland - Partial activation for COVID-19 
Delaware – Partial activation for COVID-19 

 



Municipal EOC Activations: None 
 
CAPABILITIES STATUS: 
 
PA All-Hazards Type-3 Incident Management Team – Mission Capable 
PA-Task Force 1 (PA-TF1) – Mission Capable  
 
INFRASTRUCTURE STATUS: 
 
Major Road Closures: None 
Power Outage Reports:   As of 0530 hours, 245 customers 
Telephone Outage Reports: None 
 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS: 
 
OPEN: 
 
FIREFIGHTER DEATH – Cambria County, 8/13/22 – A firefighter from Gallitzin Station 
#71 in Gallitzin Borough passed away at his home in the early morning hours of 8/12/22. 
Visitations will be held on 8/14/22 from 1400-2200 hours and on 8/15/22 from 1600-2000 
hours at Gibbons Funeral Home. Mass and internment will be on 8/16/22 at 1100 hours at 
Saint Demetrius Church. 
 
POLICE OFFICER/MEDICAL EMERGENCY – Washington County, 8/11/22 – A 
Washington County Sheriff Deputy had a medical emergency in his vehicle when arriving on 
scene to assist with a suspicious/wanted person at Target on Washington Road in South 
Strabane Township. The deputy was transported to the hospital where he passed away. 
Visitation for family and friends will be on 8/15/22 from 1400-2000 hours and a second 
visitation will happen on 8/16/22 from 1000-1300 hours at McGuffey High School. A funeral 
service will directly follow the second visitation at the high school and the burial will follow at 
Claysville Cemetery. 
 
PA STATEWIDE EXCESSIVE HEAT/FLOODING - Statewide, 8/3 - 6/22 - High 
temperatures with high humidity continued across the Commonwealth through 08/06/2022. 
A Heat Advisory was issued for Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and Philadelphia 
Counties with heat index values of up to 102 degrees. Bucks and Delaware Counties operated 
cooling centers during daylight hours. 
 
On 8/5/22, thunderstorms formed along a stationary front and brought torrential downpours 
and flash flooding to several counties across the southwestern area of the Commonwealth. 
Numerous streets and basements were flooded, along with trees and wires down. Several 
water rescues took place for stranded motorists and homes. Several flash flood warnings were 
issued, and all have expired. 
 
Westmoreland County activated their Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and requested 
assistance from the Somerset County swift rescue team after receiving anywhere from three 
to six inches of rain. Dorothy Patch had several water rescues and there was a report of a 
chemical odor in the area which turned out to be a 2,700-gallon home heating oil tank, with 
a broken fitting, that fell over releasing an unknown amount of fuel. Two decontamination 
sites were established for first responders and others due to chemicals in the flood waters. 
32 individuals from Dorothy Patch have secondary placement homes and 20 displaced 
residents and pets will be transported to a hotel in New Stanton by buses from the 
Westmoreland County Transit Authority. Unity Township activated their EOC and opened a 



temporary shelter at the Lloydsville Volunteer Fire Department for individuals displaced by 
flooding until they were transported to a secondary location. A bus was retrieved by the 
Department of Motor Vehicles to provide transportation for them. The American Red Cross is 
assisting with food and water at the shelter. The County Animal Response Team (CART) was 
requested for 2-4 dozen animals. A large sink hole opened on private property in the 200 
block of White School Road. In Greensburg City, the American Red Cross reported they 
assisted multiple individuals from Willowbrook Apartments due to flooding affecting tenants 
in the basement apartments. On 8/6/22, the county began damage assessments of the 
flooded areas. The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture was requested to assist with the 
flooding of a grocery store. 
 
Somerset County reported multiple roads flooded. There was minor flooding in the 
911/Emergency Management Agency Office basement, as well as the lower level of the 
Somerset County Courthouse. Landslides blocking roadways were reported in both Allegheny 
and Washington Counties. 
 
The following roads in Allegheny County were closed or have a lane restriction: PA-8 in both 
directions, PA-837 south, and PA-885 in both directions.  Power outages peaked at 37,871 
and has normal to normal levels. 
 
As of 8/7/22, clean-up continues while clothing and cleaning supply donations are being 
accepted. A request for a pipe cleaning truck was made. The American Red Cross has a shelter 
established at the University of Pittsburgh, Greensburg Campus. A meeting with Human 
Services and Preparedness Coalition was held to discuss long term recovery considerations 
and municipal agreements on local level. PEMA Western Area Office provided an overview of 
Small Business Administration (SBA) and next steps moving forward including Hazard 
Mitigation. On Monday, SBA damage assessments were conducted at 55 locations. 
Philadelphia declared a Heat Heath Emergency until 2000 hours on 8/9/22. 
 
On 8/11/22 Slippery Rock Borough in Butler County issued a Disaster Declaration on 8/10/22 
for damages done by a significant rainstorm that came through on 8/5/22. Most of the 
damages were to road and bridge infrastructures. 
 
MEPA – Crawford County, 7/16/22 – A Missing Endangered Person Advisory (MEPA) was 
issued for a 34-year-old female last seen on 7/15/22 at 2200 hours on Mount Pleasant Road, 
City of Meadville. The female is described as 4’9”, 95 lbs., dirty blonde hair, green eyes, 
wearing glasses, a purple t-shirt, orange pants with a flower design, and blue and purple 
sneakers. Police believe this person may be at special risk of harm or injury and may be 
confused. As of 7/20/22, a large search was conducted in the area of Sperry Road, Lake Road, 
McMichael Road, and State Highway 285 in East Fallowfield and Greenwood Townships. 
Several first responders and civilians were grouped together. The search resumed on 7/21/22 
with a focus area on the south side of Barber Road between Mercer Pike and Mount Pleasant 
Road in Union Township. At 1730 hours the search ended with the female not being found. 
On 7/22/22, the search was widened to include the south side of PA-285 east of Lake Road. 
Another wide area search was conducted on 7/23/22 with searchers’ efforts being 
unsuccessful. No more large area searches are scheduled at this time.  A small unsuccessful 
search was conducted on 7/26/22 east of McMichael Road and south of State Game Lands 
#213 in Greenwood Township. As of 8/9/22 the MEPA is still active per PSP Meadville. 
 
CLOSED: 
 
MULTI VEHICLE ACCIDENT - Washington County, 8/15/22 – A multi vehicle accident 
closed I-79 north at mile marker 34 in South Strabane Township. There was a trapped queue 



of 1.7 miles. There were three patients transported to the hospital. The roadway was reopened 
in just under two hours.  
 
BOMB THREAT – Allegheny County, 8/15/22 – The Allegheny County Courthouse in 
South Strabane Township was evacuated, due to a bomb threat being called in. The building 
was searched and there was nothing significant to report.  
 
DISASTER DECLARATIONS: 
 
6/28/22 – North Strabane Township, Washington County, has issued a Declaration of Disaster 
Emergency due to a landslide that occurred on 4/17/22 within the Majestic Hills neighborhood. 
 
5/11/22 – Bridgewater Borough, Beaver County, has issued a Declaration of Disaster 
Emergency due to a landslide that occurred on 5/7/22 in the area of 1000 Sharon Road. 
 
4/14/22 – Lower Makefield Township, Bucks County has issued a Declaration of Disaster 
Emergency due to a Ransomware cyber-attack affecting township government systems. 
 
3/3/22 - West Mahoning Township in Indiana County issued a Declaration of Disaster 
Emergency due to a structure fire involving the municipal building. The Declaration was 
extended on 3/17/22 and again on 5/18/22. 
 
2/21/22 – Jenner Township elected officials signed a Declaration of Disaster Emergency for 
the response to the fuel oil spill on Quemahoning Creek. 
 
1/30/22 - Pittsburgh Mayor Ed Gainey, signed a Declaration of Disaster Emergency for the 
City of Pittsburgh in response to the Fern Hollow Bridge collapse. 
 
1/29/22 - Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf, signed a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency for 
Allegheny County in response to the collapse of Fern Hollow Bridge in Pittsburgh. 
 
9/10/21 - The Honorable Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
requested a major disaster declaration from the President through the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide additional support for state, county and municipal 
governments, and individuals affected by the remnants of Hurricane IDA between 8/31/21 
and 9/5/21.  The declaration includes Individual Assistance to individuals and households in 
Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, Philadelphia, and York Counties, and assistance 
under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program in all areas of the Commonwealth. Public 
Assistance is under review. The President approved the declaration on 9/10/21 under Major 
Disaster Declaration FEMA-4618-DR. 9/24/21 – Amendment No. 1 designates Bedford and 
Northampton Counties for Individual Assistance. 10/8/21 – Amendment No. 2 designates 
Bucks, Chester, and Montgomery Counties for Public Assistance (already designated for 
Individual Assistance). 10/14/21 – Amendment No. 3 designates Bedford, Philadelphia, and 
York Counties for Public Assistance (already designated for Individual Assistance). Plus, 
Fulton, Huntingdon, Luzerne, and Schuylkill Counties for Public Assistance. 10/20/21 – 
Amendment No. 4 designates Delaware County for Public Assistance (already designated for 
Individual Assistance), and Dauphin County for Public Assistance. 
 
8/31/21 - The Honorable Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, signed 
a statewide Proclamation of Disaster Emergency on 8/31/21 in response to severe weather 
event Hurricane Ida that impacted the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania causing widespread 
threats of serious flash and riverine flooding and other adverse impacts throughout the 
Commonwealth. 



 
10/5/20 – The Honorable Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
requested that President Trump declare a major disaster for nine Pennsylvania counties in the 
wake of devastating flooding caused by Tropical Storm Isaias in August 2020. The request 
included Berks, Bucks, Chester, Delaware, Lehigh, Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, and 
Philadelphia counties. 
 
8/11/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Philadelphia County for events and damages 
related to Tropical Storm Isaias. 
 
8/4/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Montgomery County for events and damages 
related to Tropical Storm Isaias. 
 
3/30/20 - Governor Tom Wolf requested a major disaster declaration from the President 
through the Federal Emergency Management Agency to provide additional support for state, 
county and municipal governments and certain nonprofits, as well as individuals who are 
struggling during the COVID-19 outbreak. The request for a major disaster declaration will 
provide the same emergency protective measures available under the nationwide emergency 
proclamation; the following Individual Assistance programs: Disaster Unemployment 
Assistance, Crisis Counseling, Community Disaster Loans, and the Disaster Supplemental 
Nutrition Program; and Statewide Hazard Mitigation. The President approved the declaration 
on 3/30/20 under Major Disaster Declaration FEMA-4506-DR. 
 
3/19/20 - A Disaster Declaration was issued for Elk, Mercer, Monroe, Snyder, Somerset, 
Sullivan, and Susquehanna Counties in response to the COVID – 19 outbreak. 
 
3/18/20 - A Disaster Declaration was issued for Adams, Allegheny, Butler, Clearfield, Forest, 
Greene, Pike, and Schuylkill Counties in response to the COVID – 19 outbreak. 
 
3/17/20 - A Disaster Declaration was issued for Cambria, Cameron, Clarion, Clinton, 
Crawford, Cumberland, Fulton, Juniata, Lancaster, Lawrence, Lebanon, Northumberland, 
Potter, Warren, and Washington Counties in response to the COVID – 19 outbreak. 
 
3/16/20 - A Disaster Declaration was issued for Bedford, Beaver, Blair, Cameron, Carbon, 
Columbia, Erie, Franklin, Huntington, Indiana, Jefferson, Lackawanna, Lehigh, Lycoming, 
McKean, Perry, Tioga, Wayne, Wyoming, and York Counties in response to the COVID – 19 
outbreak. 
 
3/15/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Luzerne County in response to the COVID – 
19 outbreak. 
 
3/14/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Centre and Westmoreland Counties in 
response to the COVID – 19 outbreak. 
 
3/13/20 – An Emergency Declaration for Public Assistance Emergency Protective Measures 
was issued on March 13, 2020, for all Pennsylvania counties to cover eligible costs that are 
directly associated with the Emergency Protective Measures being taken to respond to and 
protect the residents of Pennsylvania from the COVID-19 virus.  The designation is EM-3441. 
 
3/13/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Bradford, Bucks, Dauphin, Fayette, 
Northampton, and Union Counties in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 



3/12/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Allegheny, Berks, Mifflin, and Montour 
Counties in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
3/08/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Montgomery County in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
03/07/20 – A Disaster Declaration was issued for Delaware County in response to the COVID-
19 outbreak. 
 
01/18/19 – The Honorable Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania signed 
a statewide Proclamation of Disaster Emergency on 01/18/19 due to a severe winter event 
that is expected to impact the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, causing dangerous winter 
weather conditions including snow, ice accumulation, and flooding. 
 
11/27/18 – A Major Disaster Declaration was declared on 11/27/18 for severe storms and 
flooding that occurred 8/10/18 – 8/15/18. Public Assistance (Cat A-G) was approved for 
Bradford, Columbia, Lackawanna, Lycoming, Montour, Northampton, Schuylkill, Sullivan, 
Susquehanna, Tioga, and Wyoming Counties. In addition, all areas in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania are eligible for assistance under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  The 
designation is FEMA–4408-DR. 
 
1/10/18 – The Honorable Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania signed 
a statewide disaster declaration on 1/10/2018 for the on-going heroin/opioid epidemic.  It will 
enhance state response and increase access to treatment. The declaration is the first-of-its-
kind for a public health emergency in Pennsylvania. It will utilize a command center at the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency to track progress and enhance coordination of 
the health and public safety agencies. The declaration specifies 13 key initiatives that are the 
culmination of a collaboration between all state agencies, with focus on the departments of 
Health, Drug and Alcohol Programs, the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, the 
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, and the Pennsylvania State Police.  On 
3/6/18, the governor amended this declaration to include the winter storm that began on 
3/6/18. 
 
12/2/16 – A Major Disaster Declaration for Public Assistance (Cat A-G) was declared on 
December 2, 2016, for Bradford, Centre, Lycoming, and Sullivan counties.  In addition, all 
areas in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania are eligible for assistance under the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program.  The designation is FEMA–4292-DR. 
 
CONTIGUOUS STATE EVENTS OF POTENTIAL INTEREST TO PENNSYLVANIA: 
 
Delaware: Normal 
Maryland: Enhanced Monitoring in support of COVID-19 response 
New Jersey: Partially activated in support of COVID-19 response and 

Remnants of IDA 
New York: Steady State – Continuous Monitoring  
Ohio: Normal Operations 
West Virginia: Enhanced Monitoring in support of COVID-19 and severe flooding 
   
24-Hour Projected Weather Statewide:
 
National Weather Service, 0444 hours, 08/16/22 
 



A slow-moving pool of cold air aloft, associated with upper-level low pressure will preside over 
Central Pennsylvania today and tonight. 
 
This weather feature, combined with persistent easterly flow at low levels, will help to 
maintain mostly cloudy to overcast skies today. There will be scattered to numerous showers 
with the highest chance for rain occurring across the Northwest Mountains of PA. High 
temperatures today will range from the upper 60s across the highest ridges of the Alleghenies 
to the low 80s in the Susquehanna Valley. 
 
The coverage of showers will decrease a bit tonight with patchy dense fog forming in places 
that have received rain and experience some clearing of the cloud cover. Lows tonight will be 
in the low to mid 50s across the mountains, and upper 50s to around 60 in the Valleys of 
Central and Southern Pennsylvania. 
 
Winds at all levels of the atmosphere will gradually shift to the north, then northwest 
Wednesday into Thursday as the upper low drifts east to the Southern New England Coast. 
 
This will bring a gradual drying and warming trend as we head into latter half of the week. 
 
WATCHES AND WARNINGS: 
 
None 
 

 
 
TROPICAL WEATHER OUTLOOK: 
 



 


